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STARVING ARTISTS

Episode #101 - “Pilot”
TEASER

INT. EVAN AND JACKIE’S LIVING ROOM - DAY

EVAN, 28, dressed in bohemian-styled clothing, paints on a 
canvas. MUSIC plays softly through speakers. A piece of paper 
slides under the door. Evan looks.

Evan puts down his paint tools, walks to the door, and picks 
up the paper.

Keys JINGLE from the other side of the door. The door opens 
and in walks JACKIE, 30, in running clothes and out of 
breath. 

JACKIE
You won’t believe what I saw on my 
run today.

Evan continues to look at the paper in his hands.

JACKIE (CONT’D)
What’s that? Another inspection?

Evan shows Jackie the paper.

EVAN
Worse. Demolition. We have 30 days 
to get out.

JACKIE
What in the--

INT. EVAN AND JACKIE’S KITCHEN - DAY

Evan draws a circle around March 31st on the calendar. The 
calendar has a few dates with bills coming up. Evan taps 
March 1st with the pen. The calendar square says “Darren’s 
Drag Show.”

EVAN
Jackie! The drag show is tonight!

END OF TEASER



ACT ONE

INT. EVAN AND JACKIE'S KITCHEN - DAY

Evan and Jackie sit at the table and eat cereal. Their cell 
phones rest by their bowls. The demolition notice sits 
between them. Jackie nervously stirs her cereal.

JACKIE
Evan, where are we going to go?

Evan shrugs and stares at his bowl. 

JACKIE (CONT’D)
My gigs have been sparse this 
month. You have savings right?

Evan’s phone BUZZES and lights up. He grins and unlocks the 
phone.

JACKIE (CONT’D)
Great timing, Darren.

EVAN
He wants to know if I’m still 
coming tonight.

Evan lets out a giggle as he types out a response.

JACKIE
Naturally, you are. Pretty sure 
you’ve never missed one of his 
shows.

Evan’s phone buzzes again. His face darkens as he stares at 
his phone.

EVAN
We need to talk.

JACKIE
That’s not good.

EVAN
Nope.

JACKIE
The guy’s a jerk, anyway. You’re 
better off without him.

EVAN
But he’s--
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JACKIE
A sociopath.

EVAN
Everything to me.

Jackie crosses her arms.

JACKIE
What am I, then?

EVAN
It’s not the same.

Jackie sighs.

JACKIE
Yeah, I know.

Jackie gets up and gives Evan a hug while he sits.

JACKIE (CONT’D)
Maybe it’s nothing. Maybe he wants 
to move in together! He’s always 
taking you away from me.

EVAN
Yeah, maybe. What can I do to make 
him want to stay with me?

JACKIE
I don’t think it works that way. 
However, you could at least show 
him what he’ll miss. Be right back.

Jackie exits the kitchen. Evan rests his head on the table.

Jackie re-enters with hands full of makeup.

JACKIE (CONT’D)
If this ship is going down, it 
might as well go down with glitter!

END OF ACT
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ACT TWO

INT. CLUB DRESSING ROOM - NIGHT

DARREN, 30, in a shapely red dress and wig cap, puts on 
makeup in front of the mirror. MUSIC can be heard from the 
drag show.

Someone KNOCKS on the door.

DARREN
Come in!

Evan enters through the door, wearing extravagant club 
clothes. He hesitates before walking entirely into the room. 
Darren continues putting on his makeup. 

EVAN
You wanted to talk?

DARREN
Look. I don’t want to waste anymore 
time. You have your life and I have 
mine and they don’t click.

EVAN
Sure they do. I go to all your 
shows! I support you 100 percent.

DARREN
Yeah, that’s the thing. I need 
something more.

EVAN
But I love you.

Darren makes a kissy face in the mirror as he puts on his 
lipstick.

EVAN (CONT’D)
Do you mean that you don’t love me?

Darren checks his makeup from different angles.

EVAN (CONT’D)
Did you ever love me?

DARREN
Let’s not get hung up on the past, 
shall we? It’s time to--
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SHOW MC (O.S.)
Ladies and Gentlemen, now is the 
moment you’ve all been waiting for!

DARREN
That’s my cue!

SHOW MC
Dolly Buttonz!

CHEERS are heard from the stage. Darren struts out of the 
dressing room, leaving Evan staring back at himself in the 
mirror.

END OF ACT
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ACT THREE

INT. EVAN AND JACKIE'S KITCHEN - NIGHT

Evan and Jackie sit at the table. Evan cries.

JACKIE
He’s a jerk. There’s not much to 
him.

EVAN
But why did I have to fall in love 
with him?

JACKIE
Why did anyone fall in love with 
Ted Bundy?

EVAN
I’m just another conquest to him. 
He thinks he’s some kind of Spanish 
Conquistador and I’m just another 
country to stick his flag in.

JACKIE
Yeah, I guess. But you know what? 
Let’s forget him. Let’s burn him 
out of our lives.

Jackie hands Evan a picture of him with Darren and a lighter. 
Evan takes the objects. He ignites the lighter and stares 
into the flame. He lifts the photo above the flame.

He lets the lighter’s flame go out before it touches the 
photo and puts the objects down.

JACKIE (CONT’D)
It won’t actually hurt him. It’s 
just a photo. It’s symbolic more 
than anything. Maybe slightly 
witchy.

EVAN
I don’t want him out.

JACKIE
Maybe not right now, but you will. 
Hey, it’s late and I have an 
audition tomorrow. You should get 
some rest, too. Okay?
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Evan nods his head. Jackie gets up to leave. Before she 
exits, she turns her head to Evan.

JACKIE (CONT’D)
It gets better. I promise.

Jackie exits. Evan’s phone vibrates on the table with a BUZZ. 
He unlocks the phone and sees an RSVP from Darren to a 
concert.

Evan picks up the lighter off the table and ignites it. He 
holds his wrist above the flame, burning his skin.

Evan lets the flame sear his skin until he can’t take it 
anymore and then throws the lighter. He throws his phone at 
the wall and it shatters. He crashes to the floor and sobs.

He spots glass from his cracked phone screen on the floor and 
picks up a piece. He holds it to his burned wrist and closes 
his eyes.

EVAN
It doesn’t get better. It’ll never 
get better.

END OF ACT
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TAG

INT. EVAN AND JACKIE’S KITCHEN - NIGHT

Evan writes on the calendar for March 17: “CONCERT.”

Evan crosses out March 1st.

END OF EPISODE

8.


